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1. Overview

Azabat Write is an easy to use talking text editor that allows 
you to create, modify and print documents. It also magnifies 
the current word or option, and you can easily change the 
font size as well as the foreground and background colours.

The programme also features an address book, for keeping 
contact details of friends and family, and a diary.
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2. Getting started

When you initially start the programme it will run in 
“demonstration mode” and you will need to enter a serial 
number to use the programme fully. To do this, at the Main 
Menu, simply press function key F 5, then type your serial 
number and press the enter key.
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3. Creating your first document

In this section we’ll create a simple text document.

Step 1: from the main menu, use the arrow down key to 
select “documents” then press the enter key.

Step 2: from the documents menu, use the arrow down key 
to select “create new file” then press the enter key.
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Step 3: You will be asked to give a name for the document – 
in this example we will use “test”.

Step 4: You can now type in the document. The zoom window
at the bottom of the screen magnifies each word as you type 
it. By default, the computer will say each letter as you type, 
but you can turn this feature off. It will also say each word 
as you finish it and check the spelling, making a sound to 
alert you if it is not found in its dictionary.
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Step 5: When you have finished typing, press function key 
F12 to save the document. You will then return to the 
“documents” menu and find your new file at the top of the 
list.

Remember, F12 is always used to save 
and return to the previous menu.

Files are always listed by the date they were last used, with 
the most recently accessed files at the top.
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4. Changing the settings

You can change the appearance and the way in which the 
programme works by choosing the “settings” option in the 
main menu.

Use the arrow up and arrow down keys to select the feature, 
then use the arrow right and arrow left keys to switch 
between the options. Finally, press the function key F12 to 
save the settings and to return to the main menu.

There are 6 features you can change, which are:-

“Voice”, which lets you switch between any of the built-in 
(SAPI) voices currently installed in your computer.

“Speed”, which lets you vary the talking speed between 0 
(normal) and 5 (very fast).

“Font”, which lets you choose between several typefaces, 
such as Times, Arial, Verdana and Courier. The list contains 
only a few of the dozens of fonts available in Windows and 
you can, in fact, add other fonts to this list (see Appendix). 
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“Size”, which lets you choose one of several preset font 
sizes, ranging from 12 point through to 144 point. Please 
note that this affects the working portion of the screen but 
not the zoom portion.

“Window size”, which lets you change the size of the zoom 
portion of the screen. The options are 0%, 20%, 40%, 60% 
and 80%, but the bigger you go the less space there is for 
the working portion – at 60 or 80% you can’t read the menus
in the top part of the screen but you may prefer to work just 
from the zoom portion.

“Say letters”, which lets you disable the “speak per letter” 
feature as you type. There is a third option, “alpha”, which 
says the letter using the international phonetic alphabet (ie 
alpha, bravo, Charlie) and a fourth option, “phonic”, which 
has been included for the benefit of teaching young children 
to type.

Finally, a note of the function keys used in Azabat Write.

F1 Help

F2 Reverse screen colours (press a second time to revert 
to the original colours)

F4 Settings menu – works from within a document without
having to return to the main menu

F5 Command line options (see Appendix)

F12 Save and return
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5. Main menu

Azabat Write allows you to create and modify your own 
documents. The documents are called files and they are 
stored on the computer in places called folders. There are a 
few standard folders that are built in to the programme, 
such as “Documents”, “Address Book” and “Diary”. 

The built-in folders should be sufficient for most beginners 
but as you advance you might wish to create your own 
folders, so that you can organise your documents.

To create a new folder just press function key F9. You will 
then be prompted for a new name. Type in the name for your
new folder and press the enter key. The new folder will 
appear in the list and work exactly like the “documents” 
folder – in other words, whenever you go into this new folder
it will list the files that have been created there as well as 
giving you the option to create a new file.
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6. Documents

When you select “documents” from the main menu you are 
given a list of files with a “create new file” option at the top.

Use the arrow keys to select an existing file, or choose 
"create new file" to start a new one. If you want to go back 
to the list of folders just press function key F12.

There are several “house-keeping” options here, although 
you probably won’t need these if you are a beginner:-

Rename file: If you'd like to give your file a different name, 
hold down the control key and press the letter “R”. You will 
then be prompted for a new name. Type in the new name and
press the enter key.

Delete file: If you'd like to delete your file, hold down the 
control key and press the letter “X”. You will then be asked 
to confirm the action by pressing the enter key, or you can 
press the escape key to cancel it.
 
Copy file: If you'd like to make a copy of your file, which will 
be placed in a different folder, hold down the control key and
press the letter “C”. You will then be given a list of folders. 
Use the arrow keys to choose the folder and press the enter 
key. A copy of the file will then be saved in the new location. 
Of course, this assumes that you have created one or more 
user folders, as described earlier in chapter 5.
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7. Typing

In typing mode you can create or modify your document and 
save it by pressing function key F12. The computer normally 
speaks each letter as you type and checks your spelling after
each word. You will hear a blip from the computer if it thinks
you've made a mistake. 

 
Navigation

You can move around your document using the arrow keys, 
either by a character at a time with the left or right arrow 
keys, or a line at a time by pressing the up or down arrow 
keys. Pressing the home key takes you to the beginning of 
the current line and the end key takes you to the end of the 
current line. You can also use page up and page down keys to
move through the document.

If you hold down the control key while pressing either the 
left of right arrow key, the cursor moves to the start of 
either the next word or the previous word. This is useful 
because the computer will read each word as you move.

If you want to jump to the start of the document, hold down 
the control key and press the home key. To jump to the end 
of the document, just press “control end”. 

Reading the document

The programme can read part or all of a document to you by 
simply pressing the ALT key, which is usually located just 
left of the space bar. If you press it again, it stops reading. It
starts from the cursor location and reads a sentence at a 
time. If you stop it in the middle of a sentence, then start it 
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again, the computer will resume reading from the beginning 
of this sentence.

Printing

You can print the document by holding down the control key 
and pressing the letter "P". The programme will tell you that 
you are about to print the document and ask for 
confirmation. The typeface and font size can be changed in 
the settings menu, under the folder options.

Cut, Copy and Paste

You can select a section of your document by holding down 
the shift key and using the arrow keys. Once you've defined 
a section you can either press control C to copy it into 
memory, or control X to remove it. To paste, press control V. 
Note that you can only keep one section of text in memory.
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8. Address Book

The address book lets you keep contact details in one handy 
place. The procedure for creating files is identical to those 
described under “documents”, the main differences being 
that the files are displayed alphabetically and their contents 
seen and read as you scroll through the list.
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9. Diary

The diary lets you keep track of important events. When you 
choose this feature the screen will display a calendar for the 
current month, with today’s date highlighted. Any notes you 
may have made are also shown and read out.

Use the arrow keys to move around the calendar. The arrow 
right key will move ahead one day at a time while the arrow 
left keys moves backwards. The arrow up and arrow down 
keys move a week at a time, while the page up and page 
down keys move a month at a time.

The basic editing commands are the same as for other 
documents. So, to delete an entry hold down the control key 
and press the letter "X", and to search for something in the 
diary hold down the control key and press the “F” key, then 
type in the word you want to search for.

You can copy an entry by holding down the control key and 
pressing the letter "C", which copies the text onto the 
clipboard. You can then select and open another date, and 
holding down the control key press the letter "V" to paste 
the text.
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10. Notepad

Notepad is simply a single text document used for keeping 
notes. There is no filename because it’s just one document. 
Simple!
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Appendix

This section contains information for more advanced use of 
Azabat Write. 

File formats and locations

Azabat Write works with standard text files, just like 
Windows applications such as Notepad and Wordpad. This 
means that you could use Wordpad to modify files created in 
Azabat Write and vice versa.

All the files used by Azabat Write reside inside a folder 
called “[Azabat Write]” (note the use of square brackets 
around the name), which in turn sits in the “My Documents” 
folder.

Inside the “[Azabat Write]” folder you will find folders for 
“[Documents]”, “[Address Book]”, “[Diary]”, etc.

If you have text files created elsewhere you can drag and 
drop them in Windows into the “[Documents]” folder and 
they can be accessed in Azabat Write. Please note, however, 
that Azabat Write has a maximum text file size of 64 Kb.
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Commands

Azabat Write uses a simple command language for accessing 
some advanced features whilst in editing mode.

The commands are initiated by pressing function key F5 and 
each command consists of a two letter abbreviation, 
sometimes followed by parameters. Once you have typed a 
command, you simply press the enter key to execute it.

There are currently 5 commands, which are:-

ST Store – the programme saves your document and quits, 
returning you back to Windows.

QU Quit – the programme abandons any changes you may 
have made to the current document and returns you to 
Windows.

AB Abort – the programme abandons any changes you may
have made to the current document and returns you to 
the menu.

RO Read only – the programme sets the current document 
to read only mode, which is a form of protection and 
means that you cannot make changes to it in Azabat 
Write. You can reverse a file that has been set to read
only by using the command RO-

PR Print – this gives you more choice in printing because 
you can select the page or pages to print, rather than 
printing the entire document. The full format is
PR (from)-(to), so let’s look as some examples:

PR 2 prints only page 2
PR 2-4 prints pages 2, 3 and 4
PR 2- prints page 2 onwards, to the end
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Fonts

Computers might have 100 or more available fonts, most of 
which will never be used. As mentioned earlier, Azabat Write 
shows just a few of the more common ones. If you would like
to add more to the list, simply edit the file called 
FONTS.TXT, which is located in the [Azabat Write] directory.

Note: You must give the full name of the font as it appears in
your computer (eg “Comic Sans MS”).

Phonic

Under settings, you can choose to have the computer say 
each letter as you type it, or not to say it, or to say the letter
using the International Phonetic Alphabet, or to say a phonic 
version of the letter. This phonic version would be useful for 
very young children. These sounds are saved in audio files, in
WAV format, in the “Sounds” folder of the CD or Pen Drive. 
The 26 files are named “ph_a.wav” through to “ph_z.wav” 
and are recorded at 22Khz, 16 bit, mono. You could, 
therefore, create your own version of these files.
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Buying more voices

Azabat Write uses standard SAPI voices. Microsoft Windows 
usually comes with 2 or 3 and several more should be 
available free of charge from the Microsoft website. You can 
also purchase SAPI voices from a number of suppliers. We 
recommend Cereproc, but other suppliers include Acapela, 
Nuance, Cepstral and Neospeech.
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